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Panel Session
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Topics

LIFE Programme Achievements and National Capacity Building

LIFE Funding Opportunities

Key Aspects of LIFE Project Preparation and Evaluation

Experts
− prof. Hristina Spasevska, President of K&S Centre and Project Manager of the eHUB4LIFE Project

− Vlatko Trpeski MSc, LIFE Programme National Contact Point and eHUB4LIFE Project Coordinator at the MoEPP

− Mr. Igor Panchevski, Project Team Member at K&S Centre and LIFE Programme Project Evaluator



EU LIFE Programme
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To support the transition towards a 

sustainable, climate-neutral and resource-

efficient economy while protecting the 

environment and biodiversity.

Bringing green ideas to LIFE!

EU Contribution 

in national project activities
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North Macedonia formally associated 

with the EU LIFE Programme 

on 2023 July 3, opening access to 

funding for environment, climate action, 

and clean energy transition projects. 

As a newly associated country, 

North Macedonia is currently building 

institutional capacity to leverage these 

funds, particularly through initiatives like 

the eHUB4LIFE project.

Leveraging LIFE Funding in North Macedonia





Insights into Successful LIFE Participation
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Project title: Coherent actions for national capacity building for LIFE Programme in North Macedonia

Project acronym: LIFE25-CAP-MK-eHUB4LIFE

Topic: LIFE 2024 Capacity Building

Duration: 1 October 2025 - 30 September 2028

Project partners:

− Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning (Coordinator)

− The Knowledge and Skills Management Centre K&S Skopje (Partner) 

eHUB4LIFE Project Fact Sheet



General Objective
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Increasing participation in calls for proposals and enhancing the overall quality of submitted 

applications.

The eHUB4LIFE Project aims to strengthen the effective participation of national beneficiaries in the LIFE 

Programme trough:

− Capacity-building of National Contact Points (NCPs) aims to empower them to more effectively engage with 

and support potential applicants in the preparation and submission of project proposals.

− Development of LIFE MK eHUB as a sustainable and comprehensive digital platform aimed at delivering 

professional, streamlined support for accessing and utilizing LIFE funding. 



Stakeholders & Beneficiaries  
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Project eHub4LIFE
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Coherent actions for national 

capacity building 

for LIFE Programme 

in North Macedonia

PROJECT 101233810 — LIFE25-CAP-MK-eHUB4LIFE
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LIFE Programme for Sustainability and Climate Action
The LIFE Programme is the EU’s main funding instrument for environment and climate action and a key driver of 

the European Green Deal, with €601.5 million available for 2026. It supports efforts to:

Key actions: by fostering 

capacity-building, investments 

and policies for energy efficiency 

and renewable solutions. 
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Why LIFE matters? Areas of intervention of the EU’s dedicated funding 

instrument for environment and climate action
The LIFE Programme is structured into four sub-programs that represent the key areas of intervention, out of which TWO sub-

programmes are related to Environment:

− Sub-programme «Nature and Biodiversity»: reinforcing and mainstreaming the implementation of EU policies for safeguarding 

and reviving wildlife habitats and species across sectors, in line with the Biodiversity Strategy objectives for 2030; 

− Sub-programme «Circular Economy and Quality of Life»: facilitating the transition to a circular economy while enhancing the 

quality of natural resources such as air, soil, and water within the EU.

− Sub-programme «Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation»: Supports the transition to a climate-neutral and resilient 

economy by funding projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and foster adaptation to climate impacts. 

− Sub-programme «Clean Energy Transition»: Builds on previous EU energy programmes to drive the shift toward a renewable, 

energy-efficient and climate-neutral economy. Key areas include policy support, technology deployment, financing, local 

investment, and citizen participation. The Clean Energy Transition sub-programme includes 13 specific topics. 
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Funding instruments

The LIFE Programme includes Action grants and Operating grants (grants represent at least 85% of 

the budget) and different types of grants respond to specific actions:

✔ Standard action projects (SAP)

✔ Strategic nature projects (SNAP) for Nature & Biodiversity and Strategic integrated projects (SIP)

✔ Technical assistance projects

✔ Coordination and support actions (CSA) 

✔ Projects addressing ad hoc Legislative and Policy Priorities (PLP) 

✔ Operating Grants
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Funding instruments

1- Standard Action Projects:

Aim to develop, demonstrate and promote innovative techniques, methods and approaches 

and catalyse the large-scale deployment of successful technical and policy-related solutions for 

implementing EU legislation and policy.

− Circular economy and Zero Pollution – Environment : €79 M 

− Nature and Biodiversity : €166 M 

− Nature Governance: €7.5 M 

− Environmental Governance: €6.5 M 

− Climate change adaptation: €28 M 

− Climate change mitigation: €28 M 

− Climate governance: €4 M 
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Funding instruments

2- Strategic Nature Projects:

Aim to support the full implementation of prioritised action frameworks for Natura 2000 and 

other plans/strategies to implement European nature and biodiversity policies with measurable 

actions and clear timeline and budget. Total budget: €75 M 

3- Strategic Integrated Projects:

Aim to implement – from a regional to a transnational scale – environmental or climate strategies 

or action plans developed by Member States’ authorities.

− Strategic Integrated Climate Projects: €30 M  

− Strategic Integrated Environment Projects: €58 M



24

4- Technical assistance:

For preparing SIPs and SNaPs: €1 M 

5- Coordination and support action grants:

For the clean energy transition sub-programme: aims to support projects focused on capacity 

building, information sharing and raising awareness of renewable energy and energy efficiency.

Total budget: €85.5 M 

6- Specific Operating Grant Agreements. (SGA OGs) for NGOs: €15 M

In general: Eligible costs include personnel, subcontracting, equipment and other direct costs. 

LIFE can cover 60–70 % of eligible costs, up to 95 % for certain actions and depending on the type 

of company.

Funding instruments
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The LIFE programme’s total budget for 2021–2027 is commonly cited as about €5.45 billion in 

external programme material. 

Subprogramme Budget Share of total LIFE budget

Nature and Biodiversity €2.15 billion 39.4% 

Circular Economy and Quality of Life €1.35 billion 24.8% 

Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation €0.95 billion 17.4% 

Clean Energy Transition €1 billion 18.3% 

Distribution of the LIFE budget
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Indicative budgets 2026
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Who can apply to LIFE? 

Eligible to submit a proposal under the LIFE Programme: 

− Public or private legal entity registered in the EU or an 

overseas country or territory linked to it; 

− Entity from a third country associated to the LIFE 

programme;

− Legal entity created under Union law or any 

international organisation.
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✔ LIFE Regulation 2021-2027

✔ Multi-annual Work programme 2025-2027

✔ One Call document per LIFE subprogramme 

Relevant documents  
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Structure of the proposal

− Part A: Administrative Forms > generated from your information in the Portal Submission System

− Part B: Technical Description > uploaded as pdf (+annexes) in Submission System 

− Part C: LIFE Key Performance Indicators> writing in the Portal Submission System

Application forms
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Part A: Administrative Forms > generated from your information in the Portal 
Submission System

1. General information

• Acronym, title, panel, descriptor

• Abstract (project summary)

2. Participants

• Form for each participant

• Organisation data 

3. Budget

Application form - Part A
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Structure of Part B (*.rtf)

• Cover page

• Table of contents

• Project Summary (from Part A)

Application form - Part B (1)
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1.Relevance

− Background and general objectives

− Specific project objectives

− Compliance LIFE objectives and call topic

− Concept and methodology

− Complementarity with other actions

− Synergies and co-benefits with other EU 
policies

Proposal Part B (2)
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2. Impact 

− Ambition of the impacts

− Credibility of the impacts

− Quantification of impacts and targets

− Sustainability of results

− Exploitation of results

− Catalytic potential – replication and 
upscaling

Proposal Part B (2)
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3. Quality of the proposal

• Workplan

• Work packages and activities

• Objectives and results

• Activities and division of work

• Milestones and deliverables

• Timetable

• Stakeholder engagement (support letters)

• Impact monitoring and reporting

• Communication, dissemination and visibility

Proposal Part B (4)
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4. Resources

− Consortium set-up

− Project management

− Green management

− Budget

− Risk management

Proposal Part B (5)
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1. Staff costs

2. Subcontracting

3. Other direct costs

− Travel & subsistence

− Equipment (incl. infrastructure)

− Other goods, works and services

− Land purchase

Annex- Detailed budget table
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What a good project looks like: From idea to funded project 

Use a simple 5-step path!

















Expression of interest as expert evaluator in the LIFE
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Expert profiles

The evaluation panels are composed of experts from diverse backgrounds and various sectors.  

We are looking for professionals working in the following sectors:

● Industry, business associations and innovation agencies

● Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and other civil society organisations

● Local, regional and national administration

● International organisations

● Universities and research organisations

● Banks and business capital ventures
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CET Sessions

https://vo-europe.swoogo.com/eu-life-info-days-2026/CET-sessions
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